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The Role of the Culture of Tolerance in Achieving

Civil and Social Peace in Iraq after 2003
Dr. Fadel Jawad Hameed Al-Hilali
Al-Furat Al-Awsat Technical University
Abstract

This research aims to clarify the role of the culture of tolerance in achieving civil and
social peace in Iraq after 2003. It examines the conceptual framework of tolerance, including
its linguistic and terminological meanings and its intellectual roots, especially from the
Western perspective. The study then analyzes the relationship between disseminating a
culture of tolerance and consolidating peaceful coexistence while preserving the Iraqi social
fabric. The research is based on the assumption that tolerance is not merely an abstract moral
value; rather, it is a necessary social, political, and cultural mechanism for reducing
fanaticism, hatred, violence, and exclusion of the other, particularly in a society
characterized by religious, sectarian, ethnic, and cultural diversity such as Iraq. The study
also shows that promoting a culture of tolerance requires several mechanisms, most notably
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strengthening citizenship rights and the rule of law, developing educational curricula,
activating the positive role of the media, reformulating the value and moral system, and
achieving social justice. The research concludes that transforming tolerance from a limited
elitist discourse into a general social culture is an essential entry point for strengthening civil
and social peace and building a civil state based on citizenship and mutual respect.
Keywords: Tolerance, culture of tolerance, civil peace, social peace, Iraq after 2003.
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